NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATI ON SERVI CE
CONSERVATI ON PRACTI CE STANDARD
FI ELD STRI PCROPPI NG
( ACRE)
CODE 586

DEFI NI TI ON

Growing crops in a systematic arrangenent of strips or bands across the
general slope (not on the contour) to reduce water erosion. The crops are
arranged so that a strip of grass or close-growing crop is alternated with a
row crop or fallow.

PURPOSE

To help control erosion and runoff on sloping cropland where contour
stripcropping is not practical.

CONDI TI ON WHERE PRACTI CE APPLI ES

On sloping cropland and on certain recreation and wildlife land. This may
i nclude providing strips of grasses and |l egunes to inprove wildlife habitat.

WATER QUANTI TY

This practice may reduce the volunme and rate of surface runoff, by increasing
t he amount of water which infiltrates into the soil. Base flow in nearby
channel s may be extended. When the quantity of surface water is reduced,
there is a potential for nore percolation increasing the quantity of ground
wat er .

WATER QUALI TY

This practice nay reduce erosion and the delivery of sedinent and rel ated
substances to the surface waters. The practice may increase infiltration, and
when there is sufficient water available, nay increase the anpbunt of |eachable
pol lutants noved toward the ground water.

Since this practice is not on the contour there will be areas of
concentrated flow, from which detached sedi nent, adsorbed chenicals and
di ssol ved substances will be delivered nore rapidly

to the receiving waters. The sod strips will not be efficient

filter areas in these areas of concentrated fl ow

PLANNI NG CONSI DERATI ONS FOR WATER QUANTI TY AND QUALI TY

Quantity
1. Effects on the water budget, especially on volunes and rates of runoff,

infiltration, evaporation, transpiration, deep percol ation, and ground-
wat er recharge.

2. Variability of practice's effects caused by seasonal weather variations.

3. Potential for a change in plant growh and transpiration because of
changes in the volune of soil water

Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed. To obtain the current version of
this standard, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

ME, NRCS
8/95




586- 2

Quality

1. Filtering effects of vegetation on novenent of sedinment and di ssol ved
and sedi ment - att ached subst ances.

2. Ef fects on erosion and the novenent of sedinent, pathogens, and sol uble
and sedi nent-attached substances carried by runoff.

3. Effects on the visual quality of downstream water resources.

SPECI FI CATI ONS

1

The width of strips is deternined by the nunber of tines the RUSLE
I ength of slope needs to be divided or for Buffer Stripcropping the
ratio of cultivated crop strip to perennial sod (buffer) strip.

Strip boundaries shall parallel diversions or be laid out across the
general slope of the field. Furrow grades may exceed 2 percent for a
di stance not exceedi ng 300 feet unless analysis shows a |onger reach is
accept abl e.

Grassed waterways, tile, or outlets shall be established and mai ntained
in areas of concentrated flow, which annually cause excessive epheneral
gul l'y erosion.

Till age operations and planting of crops shall be parallel to strip
boundari es.

When planting sod strips not to be harvested, special consideration will
be given to planting a variety of grasses and | egunes to increase
wildlife value. Mw ng of strips shall be delayed until after July 1 to
provi de cover for ground nesting birds.

Refer to Section |, F.OT.G, for supporting Practice (P) Factor.
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